SANDY TOWN COUNCIL

To:  
Mayor and Deputy Mayor of Sandy Town Council


Chairman and Vice-Chairman of Finance and General Purposes Committee


All Members of Finance and General Purposes Committee

There will be a Meeting of the Finance and General Purposes Committee to be held on Monday 26th January 2009 in the Council Chamber at 10 Cambridge Road, Sandy, Beds at 7.30pm.












S M Foster
19th January 2009







Town Clerk
AGENDA

1. Apologies

2. To receive statutory declarations of interests from Members





(a) Prejudicial interests.

(b)    Personal interests.
3.  Planning applications received for comment by Sandy Town Council
    










(Any plans received for comment by Sandy Town Council will be on display in the Committee Room from 7.15 p.m. onwards and members are requested to view these prior to this item).

4.  Minutes








To sign the Minutes of the Meeting of the Finance and General Purposes Committee held on Monday 8th December 2008 and as approved/amended and adopted by Full Council Meeting held on Monday 5th January 2009. 
5. Central Bedfordshire Highway Priorities
To receive and consider the Clerk’s report.

6. Risk Assessment 2008/2009
To receive and consider the Clerk’s report.

7. Sandy Charities – Annual Accounts
 to 9th June 2008


To receive and consider the Clerk’s report.
8. Bedfordshire & Luton Fire & Rescue Service Draft Community Risk Management Plan 2009 -2012

To receive and consider the Clerk’s report.

9. Christmas Gala 2009
To receive and consider the Clerk’s report.

10. Sandy Railway Station Opening Hours

To receive and consider the Clerk’s report.

11. Premises Sub-Committee

To receive and consider the minutes of the Premises Sub-Committee meeting held on Monday 5th January 2009.
12. Press release




 



SANDY TOWN COUNCIL
DETAILS OF PLANNING APPLICATIONS RECEIVED FROM MID BEDS DISTRICT COUNCIL

	DATE/REF
	APPLICANT
	DETAILS OF DEVELOPMENT
	TOWN COUNCIL COMMENTS
	MID BEDS NOTIFIED
	MID BEDS DECISION

	8.1.09

4/09


	08/02416/FULL

Mr P Wedell

Stackyard Cottage

Rothamsted

Harpenden

Hertfordshire

AL5 2BQ
	Full application for erection of 1 no. 2 bed cottage with associated access and parking at land adjoining 32 Brickhill Road, Sandy, Beds.

Near neighbours 20,21,22,23,24,25,26
27,28,32,33 and 34 Brickhill Road, Sandy notified.
	
	F&GP

26/1/09
	

	15.1.09

5/09


	09/00001/FULL

Mr C Yap-Young

17 Goldfinch Drive

Sandy

SG19 2SA
	Full application for change of use from A1 to part A3 (for use as coffee shop with pastries etc) and part D2. (For use as an indoor soft play area). At 22 Market Square, Sandy, Beds.

Near neighbours Allders Opticians, Budgens Supermarket, The Lord Roberts Public House, Gunns Bakery and Newsagents, Market Square, Ladbrokes, High Street, Sandy notified
.
	
	F&GP

26/1/09
	

	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	


SANDY TOWN COUNCIL

       FINANCE AND GENERAL PURPOSES COMMITTEE – 26.01.09
5. Central Bedfordshire Highway Priorities

Members will recall responding to the Bedfordshire Highways review of their 5 year programme last year.  This, together with other schemes identified by Highways Officers has resulted in a priority list being drawn up for Sandy (Copy attached).  Please note that the schemes are listed in a separate priority order for each category of works, rather than being in order across all of the categories.
When the budget has been finalised schemes will be selected for implementation according to their priority on the programme.

In order to help this next stage of the process they are asking that the Town Council:

· Considers the relative position of each scheme on the list for each category of scheme, to indicate any where it is believed that the priority order is incorrect.

· Advises Highways Department of any other schemes the Town Council would like to see considered in addition to those listed and where you believe they should be positioned on the list.

(Members are requested to consider their response to the consultation, closing date for which is 6th February 2009).
6. Risk Assessment 2008/2009

To review and approve the up-dated 2008/2009 overall risk assessment of the Council business (Copy attached).  This is a requirement of the Audit legislation.
(Members are requested to recommend approval of the Risk Assessment).
7. Sandy Charities – Annual Accounts to 9th June 2008

Value of cash funds 9.6.07





8645.00

Plus income








7908.00










       16553.00

Less Expenditure:

Grants and Donations






7085.00

Salaries – Mr P J Mount






1000.00

Legal and Professional Fees





  117.00

Accountancy Fees







  300.00

SANDY TOWN COUNCIL

       FINANCE AND GENERAL PURPOSES COMMITTEE – 26.01.09

7. Sandy Charities – Annual Accounts to 9th June 2008  (Cont)
Wynnes Sermon







    65.00

Drainage Rates







      9.00
Bank Interest







    18.00










 8594.00

Value of cash funds 9.6.08





 7959.00
This summary has been prepared from information provided to the Clerk to the Trustees of Sandy Charities and in the format agreed by the Charity and the Council.

Copies of this summary will be available at the Annual Town Meeting.
(Members are requested to note this information).
8. Bedfordshire & Luton Fire & Rescue Service Draft Community Risk Management Plan 2009 -2012
The Town Council has been sent a copy of the Fire Service’s draft Community Risk Management Plan 2009 – 2012 and an accompanying consultation questionnaire (Copies attached).  The consultation contains six key proposals outlining a programme of work for the next three years in order to ensure that Bedfordshire and Luton become safer places to live and work. The closing date for the consultation is 23rd February 2009.

(Members are requested to consider what responses, if any they wish to send to the consultation).
9. Christmas Gala 2009

This item has been referred by Town Council so that Members may consider what, if any, further support the Council can give to the Chamber of Trade in its organisation of the 2009 Christmas Gala. The Council at present gives a grant of around £5,000 towards the cost of the Christmas lights and also provides its market stalls free of charge to the event organisers.

(Members are requested to instruct as to any action to be taken in this matter).

SANDY TOWN COUNCIL

       FINANCE AND GENERAL PURPOSES COMMITTEE – 26.01.09

10. Sandy Railway Station Opening Hours

First Capital Connect is proposing to reduce the ticket office opening hours at Sandy. The rationale is that it would save money and more tickets are sold via the machines. They propose closing on weekdays at 12.25 instead of 13.30, but at 13.10 instead of 12.45 on Saturdays; a net reduction of 5 hours. Five trains stop at Sandy between 12.25 and 13.32 on weekdays.
 
FCC is inviting comments by 3rd February.  The following objections to the proposal have been put forward:

 
1) it represents a reduction in service for passengers from the town,
 
2) not all tickets are available from the machines (e.g. period returns),
 
3) the machines do not give advice, an important function with a fragmented rail network and complex ticketing.
 
4) it is not unusual for at least one of the machines to be out of order.
 
5) the cafe will also have to reduce its hours instead of increasing them as was hoped.
 
6) the public prefer an open station to a closed one.
 
(Members are requested to decide if they would like to make any representations to First Capital Connect with regard to the proposals).
8

